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PREFACE

Across the world, an estimated sixteen million people depend on artisanal
and small-scale gold mining. These are miners who work with their hands,
with simple tools, in landscapes shaped by hope as well as hardship. Most
miners live in low-income countries, where gold is not only a mineral
but a livelihood. Artisanal mining is often linked to environmental
damage, inequality, and difficult working conditions. Yet it also sustains
communities, supports families, and holds the potential to contribute to
equitable futures.

GOLD MATTERS was born on these premises and these tensions. It
was a transdisciplinary and transcontinental project that, between 2018
and 2022, brought together academics, artists, and mining communities
to ask a simple but farreaching question: “How can small-scale mining
become part of a sustainable future?”. The project drew on the strengths
of partners across Europe, Africa, and South America, including the
University of Reading, the University of Amsterdam, Leiden University,
Hamburg University, Campinas State University, Mbarara University, and
the Nordic Africa Institute.

Together, we explored four interconnected aims. We examined how
sustainable futures might grow out of miners’ lived realities — their
“gold lifeways.” We listened to how people inside mining communities
define what is sustainable or unsustainable in their environment, their
livelihoods, and their relationships. We reflected on how understanding
these perspectives can improve governance and wellbeing, especially in
relation to gender and local community priorities. And we experimented

with new forms of communication, creative forms that brought different



visions of the future into dialogue and helped to imagine possibilities
beyond the present.

The East Africa Team focused on the shifting landscapes of artisanal
gold mining in Uganda. We studied how people make sense of their
surroundings, their work, and their futures: how knowledge is shared,
how technologies travel from one site to another, and how miners
describe what sustainability means to them. Our approach combined
remote sensing, ethnography, participatory methods, archival research,
and visual art, weaving together different ways of understanding a
complex world.

The Ugandan research team included Eleanor Fisher, Lorenzo D’Angelo,
Ronald Twongyirwe, Esther van de Camp, and Margaret Tuhumwire. In
southwestern Uganda, Lorenzo and Eleanor explored how households
combine farming (e.g., plantain bananas, coffee, and other crops) with the
search for alluvial gold. They showed how mining and farming support
each other in Buhweju, a district where land is fragmented, soil fertility
is declining, and young people face limited opportunities. Gold, in this
context, becomes not only a source of income but a way of sustaining
rural life.

This short graphic novel is one of the visual works created to share
these insights with the people of Buhweju and to keep alive a reflection
that, we think, it is still timely. It is also a way of returning stories to
the communities who inspired them honouring their knowledge, their

struggles, and their visions for the future. We hope you will enjoy it.

Lorenzo D’Angelo and Eleanor Fisher
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